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ABSTRACT Internationally, regionally and in various national contexts, cross-racial foster care (CRFC) placement
has been receiving wide debates and discourses with regards to its relevance and effectiveness as an option of
custody for children in need of care and protection. The aim of this paper is, through a review of literature
methodology, to discuss and debate the panacea and perfidy of the CRFC placements in the contemporary South
African context with unrelenting burgeoning cases of orphans and vulnerable children in need of alternative care.
The following aspects of CRFC were considered beneficial or a panacea: They offer vulnerable children (orphans)
an opportunity for a second alternative care; a forum of ensuring vulnerable children get their basic needs such as
food and shelter; offers an opportunity for acculturation to take roots. Contrastingly, the following aspects were
considered undesirable or perfidious: possible loss of children’s identity; discrimination and prejudice; loss of natural
attachment; and challenges of adjusting to a new racial milieu. The paper is theoretically premised on the Systems
theory. The paper recommends: training of cross racial foster care parents; as well as having the Department of
Social Development to launch strong awareness campaigns to make the public understand the importance of CRFC
placements in the country.
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